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About PolicyLink

PolicyLink is a national research and 
action institute advancing economic 
and social equity by Lifting Up What 
Works®. 
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Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

$787

billion

Florida

• $734 
billion

• Florida 
Gross State 
Product 
(2007)
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Unemployment

Transparency and Accountability
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Transportation Equity

An Engine of Opportunity: A 
User’s Guide to Advocate for 
Transportation Equity in the 
2009 Recovery Act

Green Recovery

Bringing Home the Green 
Recovery: A User’s Guide to 
the 2009 American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act. 

http://www.policylink.org/engineopp/Engine of Opportunity_final.pdf
http://www.policylink.org/engineopp/Engine of Opportunity_final.pdf
http://www.policylink.org/engineopp/Engine of Opportunity_final.pdf
http://www.policylink.org/engineopp/Engine of Opportunity_final.pdf
http://www.kintera.org/atf/cf/%7B162d5801-1472-4ac5-9daf-80d29707ea38%7D/BRINGINGHOMETHEGREENRECOVERY.PDF?tr=y&auid=4583255
http://www.kintera.org/atf/cf/%7B162d5801-1472-4ac5-9daf-80d29707ea38%7D/BRINGINGHOMETHEGREENRECOVERY.PDF?tr=y&auid=4583255
http://www.kintera.org/atf/cf/%7B162d5801-1472-4ac5-9daf-80d29707ea38%7D/BRINGINGHOMETHEGREENRECOVERY.PDF?tr=y&auid=4583255
http://www.kintera.org/atf/cf/%7B162d5801-1472-4ac5-9daf-80d29707ea38%7D/BRINGINGHOMETHEGREENRECOVERY.PDF?tr=y&auid=4583255
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Recovery Act Program Categories

• Education and Training

• Energy Efficiency and Sustainability

• Green Energy Infrastructure

• Water, Parks, and Environmental Remediation

• State Fiscal Stabilization

Education and Training 

• Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Adult Program

• WIA—Dislocated Workers

• WIA—Dislocated Workers National Reserve

• WIA—Youth

• YouthBuild

• Green Jobs: Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

Energy Worker Training

• Job Corps: Construction, Rehabilitation,

Acquisition, and Operation

• Corporation for National Service: AmeriCorps and

AmeriCorps VISTA Expansion



8

Energy Efficiency and Sustainability

• Weatherization Assistance Program

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants

• State Energy Program

• Converting Federal Buildings to High-Performance

Green Buildings

• Veterans Medical Facilities

• Public Housing Capital Fund: Formula and

Competitive Grants

• Native American Housing Block Grants

• Energy Retrofit of Elderly, Disabled and Section 8

Assisted Housing

• Community Development Fund: Neighborhood

Stabilization Program

Green Energy Infrastructure

• Smart Grid Investment Program
• Supplemental Discretionary Grants for a National 

Surface Transportation System
• Transportation Enhancement Activities, including

Pedestrian and Bicycling Facilities, Using Highway 
Investment Funds

• On-the-Job Training Supportive Services for 
Highway Construction Projects

• Capital Assistance for High Speed Rail Corridors
and Intercity Passenger Rail Service

• Amtrak Capital Grants
• Transit Capital Assistance
• Fixed Guideway Infrastructure Investment
• Capital Investment Grants
• Department of Defense, Facilities and Construction
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Water, Parks, and Environmental 
Remediation

• Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations

• Watershed Rehabilitation Program

• Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water

• Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service,

USDA Water and Environmental Programs

• Water and Related Resources

• Department of Energy, Environmental Management

Program: Defense and Non-Defense Environmental

Cleanup

• Management of Lands and Resources, 

Construction, and Wildland Fire Management

• Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Services

Water, Parks, and Environmental 
Remediation

• Department of the Interior, National Park Service
• Hazardous Substance Superfund Remediation

Program
• Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund
• Brownfields Training, Research, and Technical 

Assistance Grants and Cooperative Agreements

• International Boundary and Water Commission:
Water Quantity Program
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State Fiscal Stabilization

Funding to be used primarily to restore
state education budget shortfalls, but it can
also be used for other purposes.

• State Fiscal Stabilization Fund

Funding for Energy Efficiency
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Weatherization Assistance Program

Amount: $5 billion

Allocation:    By formula to states

Agency: Department of Energy, Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Uses: For dwelling units occupied by family units 
with income under 200% of federal poverty 
level (and certain multi-family housing units)

Guidance and Information: 

• Guidance on Weatherization issued March 9th:

http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/wap_recovery_act_
foa.pdf

• General information on weatherization program: 
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/weatherization.cfm

Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grants

Amount: $3.2 billion($2.8 billion for formula grants, 
remainder for competitive grants)

Allocation:    By formula to local governments, states, and 
Indian tribes

Agency: Department of Energy, Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Uses: For energy efficiency and sustainability 
programs, primarily for housing, schools, 
and public buildings

Information and Guidance: 

• Information on Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant:

http://www.eecbg.energy.gov/

• Funding opportunity announcement: 
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/eecbg_foa.pdf

http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/wap_recovery_act_foa.pdf
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/wap_recovery_act_foa.pdf
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/weatherization.cfm
http://www.eecbg.energy.gov/
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/eecbg_foa.pdf
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State Energy Program

Amount: $3.1 billion

Allocation:    By formula to states

Agency: Department of Energy, Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Uses: For a wide range of activities and programs 
that promote energy efficiency, including

residential, commercial and governmental 
building energy-efficiency retrofits

Information and Guidance: 

• Guidance on State Energy Program issued March 12th:

http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/sep_arra_foa.pdf

• General information on State Energy Program: 
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/state_energy_program/

Public Housing Capital Fund: 
Formula & Competitive Grants

Amount: $4 billion

Allocation:    $3 billion by formula to states and 

$1 billion in competitive grants

Agency: Housing and Urban Development, Office of 
Capital Improvements

Uses: “Capital and management activities” of 
public housing agencies

Information and Guidance:

• HUD lists general guidance: 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/publications/notices/09/p
ih2009-12.pdf

• FAQ’s on Public Housing Capital Assistance at: 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/programs/ph/capfund/oci
r.cfm

http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/pdfs/sep_arra_foa.pdf
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/state_energy_program/
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/publications/notices/09/pih2009-12.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/publications/notices/09/pih2009-12.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/publications/notices/09/pih2009-12.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/publications/notices/09/pih2009-12.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/programs/ph/capfund/ocir.cfm
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/programs/ph/capfund/ocir.cfm
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Community Development Fund:

Neighborhood Stabilization Program

Amount: $2 billion

Allocation:    Competitive grants to states, units of 
general local government, and nonprofits or 
consortia of nonprofit entities

Agency: Housing and Urban Development, 
Community Planning and Development

Uses: For assistance to state and local 
governments to acquire and redevelop 
foreclosed properties that might otherwise 
become sources of abandonment and blight

Information and Guidance:

• General information: 
http://www.hud.gov/recovery/nspg.cfm

• Guidance updated March 4th: 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/pr
ograms/neighborhoodspg/pdf/nsp_terminology.pdf

Green Jobs Training

Amount: $500 million

Allocation:    Competitive grants

Uses: Research, labor exchange (everything 
involved in connecting workers to jobs) and 
job training projects that prepare workers for 
careers in the following energy efficiency and 
renewable energy industries

Information and Guidance:

• Green Jobs Act discretionary grant program guidance has 
not yet been issued. They have released this information 
and general framework: http://www.doleta.gov/
• WIA program guidance issued March 18th: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL14-
08.pdf

http://www.hud.gov/recovery/nspg.cfm
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/programs/neighborhoodspg/pdf/nsp_terminology.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment/programs/neighborhoodspg/pdf/nsp_terminology.pdf
http://www.doleta.gov/
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL14-08.pdf
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL14-08.pdf
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL/TEGL14-08.pdf
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Contact Information

Radhika Fox
radhika@policylink.org


