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About PolicyLink

PolicyLink is a national research and 
action institute advancing economic 
and social equity by Lifting Up What 
Works®. 



Today’s Presentation

• Overview of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act 

• Advocacy Strategies and Tactics for Equitable 
Implementation

• Resources for Further Information

Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
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Florida

• $734 
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California’s Share: $48.3 billion
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Purposes and Principles



Unemployment

Transparency and Accountability





Transportation Health

Energy Education

State Fiscal Stabilization Fund: 
$53.8 billion



Additional Education Funds

Health



Transportation

On the Job Training:

$20 million

States: $26.6 billion
California: $2.57 billion

Highway Infrastructure 

Fund:

$27.5 billion

Disadvantaged Business 

Bonding Assistance:

$20 million

Any Area of State

$17.68 billion
California: $1.72 billion

50% must be obligated within 6 months

100% within 1 year

Areas > 200,000

$4.34 billion
California: $609 million

SF/Oakland: $73.5 

million

Areas < 200,000

$3 billion
California: $134 million

Areas < 5,000

$634 million
California: $ 26.7 million

Mandatory Transportation 

Enhancements: $800 million

California: $77 million



“Economically Distressed”

High Unemployment

or

Lower Per Capita Income

“Area”

Includes but not limited to:

• Counties

• Cities

• Regions

• Neighborhoods

• Census Block Groups



$17.7 Billion for Public Transit and Rail





Funding for Energy Efficiency

Weatherization Assistance



U.S. Department of Energy

$ (Billions)

Green Infrastructure



Advocacy Strategies and Tactics for 
Equitable Implementation

Challenges, Opportunities, & 
Strategic Approaches

Advocacy



Challenges

Catching a fast moving ARRA train -

determining the best way to impact 
decision making…

• Some allocation decisions on infrastructure 
projects are slated for 50 and 180 days

• Short window to give input and build support for 
equity provisions in the guidelines for competitive 
grants that DOL and DOE will administer

• Put together partnerships that can compete for 
funding

Challenges

• Pressure to get up to speed on the 
Infrastructure and Green Economy issues and 
sorting through leverage points

• Limited organizational capacity to impact 
policy makers and those administering 
resources on local, state, and federal levels

• Pulling together partnerships to meet urgent 
needs



Opportunities

• To make the case for deeper solutions that directly 
address systemic nature of the crisis of inequality & 
environmental degradation we are facing.

– With careful framing we can win more to our side, given the 
fact that middle America is now feeling the economic, social 
crisis our communities have been experiencing and because 
the environmental challenges are becoming pocket book 
issues.

• If you are local, there is huge opportunity to inform 
the work of new equity-focused regional, state, and 
national coalitions.

– e.g. Social Equity Caucus, California Green Stimulus Coalition, 
Transportation for America (T4A), Transportation Equity 
Network, and National Public Transit Riders Campaign

Strategic Approaches

• Don’t try to stop the moving train, work 
to direct its destination and the goods it 
delivers.

– Use connections and leverage at local level to 
ensure that the “containers” that the stimulus 
money must flow through are equitable and 
environmentally sustainable



Strategic Approaches

• Translate the equity principles, working 
models, and policy wins you have made 
through organizing into the standards and 
best practices for implementation of 
stimulus projects in your community and 
region. 

• Accountability—insist that existing equity 
and environmental mandates are adhered to 
in implementation of stimulus-related 
programs.

– Environmental Justice, AB 32 & SB 375

– Transportation objectives that reduce VMT and 
create walkable and healthier communities

– Minority- and Women-Owned Business set-asides 

Strategic Approaches

• Harness the Stimulus and Recovery work as part 
of your strategy for the long haul—4-8 year 
strategy.
– Push for stimulus resources to be used to further system 

reforms and regional capacity to create healthy, opportunity-
filled, environmental communities 

• Take advantage of in-roads made in decision 
making at municipal, county, state, and federal 
levels.
– E.g. Project Labor Agreements and Local First Source Hiring

• LA CRA Project Labor Agreement Policy

• February 9th Executive Orders PLAs; DOL implementations 
regulations for WIA in Stimulus

• CA Green Stimulus Coalition is working on codifying this at 
the state level with stimulus dollars; reauthorization of 
SAFETEA-LU as well as TEN, T4A



Additional Opportunities

• HUD/DOT Livable Communities Initiative

• DOL—Green Jobs Training Grants $500 
million for green jobs
– Energy efficiency and renewable energy worker training

– Push for pathways out of poverty component

• Department of Education Post Secondary 
Success Grants
– Will provide $2.5 billion to fund innovative strategies to 

increase the percentage of low-income youth of color 
who earn a post-secondary degree by age 25 

• Office of Urban Renewal—Focus on Crime 
Prevention

Resources

• Recovery Resource List

• “Demand Equity Now: A Recovery Briefing 
Series”

• Recovery page at www.policylink.org

http://www.policylink.org/
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