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                                            SUPPORT 

Dear Governor Brown:

<(Organization Name/I) (urges/urge) you to sign AB 581, which establishes a California Healthy Food Financing Initiative (CHFFI) Fund in the State Treasury; creates a California Healthy Food Financing Initiative Council within the Treasurer’s office that will include the offices of the Treasurer, Food and Agriculture, Health and Human Services, and Labor and Workforce Development and will work to expand access to healthy food in underserved communities and eliminate food deserts; and requires the Secretary of Food and Agriculture to make recommendations on actions that should be taken to promote healthy food access.  The California Healthy Food Financing Initiative is a smart way to leverage funding from federal and foundation programs, incentives available to enterprise zones, the federal Specialty Crop Block Grant Program, and funding from private sector financial institutions to expand much-needed access to healthy food in underserved California communities.  
For decades, low-income urban and rural communities have suffered from lack of access to healthy, fresh food. The United States Department of Agriculture estimates that around 1.7 million California residents live in low-income communities and do not have access to a large grocery store within one mile of their home. 
This lack of access has health implications.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 20% of California adults are obese, and researchers find that low-income children and children of color have high rates of obesity and related health problems. Improving access to healthy food helps address this crisis – studies show that better access to healthy food corresponds with healthier eating and lower rates of obesity and diabetes.  New and improved stores and markets selling healthy food can also create or retain jobs and spark economic revitalization.
Throughout the state, different interests are beginning efforts to improve access to healthy foods.  A state CHFFI could collaborate with other public, private, and philanthropic entities to provide critical one-time loan and grant financing to develop long-term, sustainable businesses – to attract grocery stores, cooperatives, farmers’ markets, and other fresh food retail to underserved areas, and renovate and expand corner, convenience, and grocery stores/markets so they can provide the healthy foods that communities want and need. The program could be modeled after the Pennsylvania Fresh Food Financing Initiative that resulted in 88 stores and other types of healthy food retail markets, 400,000 people with increased access to healthy food, and 5,000 jobs created or retained. The Pennsylvania state investment of thirty million dollars resulted in projects totaling $192 million.  
A California Healthy Food Financing Initiative would combat childhood obesity by improving families' access to fresh, healthy food. In addition, it would bring much needed jobs and revitalization to low-income communities suffering from hard economic times.  We hope you will take leadership to ensure that all Californians have access to healthy food and the benefits this brings.
Sincerely,
(Your Name)
CC: Mary Kaems, email: mary.kaems@asm.ca.gov or fax: 916-319-2418, and Rebecca Flournoy, email: rebecca@policylink.org or fax: 510-663-9684
