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PolicyLink is a national research 
and action institute advancing 
economic and social equity by 
Lifting Up What Works ® . 
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Todayôs Presentation

ÅSnapshot of the Region (5 core counties: 
Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, and Gwinnett)

ÅOverview of American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

ÅSelect Funding Categories and Advocacy 
Strategies for Equitable Implementation

ÅResources for Further Information

Growth in Atlanta

ÅThe Atlanta region has been steadily growing for 
decades.

Å In the five core county region, between 2000 and 
2007, population increased by 14%. 

Source: Atlanta Regional Commission

Å In that same time, the non -white population grew by 
35%, making up over 50% of the population in 2007.
Source: Atlanta Regional Commission
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Unemployment in U.S.

Unemployment

ÅIn Georgia, in 2008, the unemployment rate for 
African -Americans was 10%, 8% for 
Hispanics, and 4.5% for whites. 

Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of Current Population Survey data 

ÅBetween 2000 and 2008, employment decreased 
by over 11% in DeKalb and Clayton Counties.

Source: Atlanta Regional Commission
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Family Income

ÅAlmost one in three working families in Georgia is 
low - income.

ïBased on EITC tax returns TY 2001

ÅIn large Georgian cities, 27% of filers receive 
EITC. In large suburbs, 19% filed for EITC.

Source: Brookings Institution, EITC data

Foreclosure

Composite Index of Foreclosure Crisis Need

Å Indicators (# and %)

ï Foreclosure filings

ï Subprime loans

ï Foreclosures

ï Delinquent loans

ï REOs

ï REOsðfirst lien

ï Vacancies in high subprime zip 
codes

Å Components

ï Incidence (#s)

ï Concentration (%)

ï Vacancies

Source: Michael Rich, Targeting Neighborhood Stabilization Funds to Community 
Need, Emory University, November 2008
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Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

$787

billion

Georgia

ÅEstimated 
$7.2 billion of 
investment in 
Georgia

Å106,000 jobs 
created or 
retained
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Categories of Federal Funding 
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Categories of Federal Funding (in billions)

Tax Relief - includes $15 B for 
Infrastructure and Science, $61 B for 
Protecting the Vulnerable, $25 B for 
Education and Training and $22 B for 
Energy, so total funds are $126 B for 
Infrastructure and Science, $142 B for 
Protecting the Vulnerable, $78 B for 
Education and Training, and $65 B for 
Energy.

State and Local Fiscal Relief -
Prevents state and local cuts to health 
and education programs and state and 
local tax increases. 

SOURCE: www.recovery.gov

Georgiaôs Share: $7.2 billion
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Estimated ARRA Funding in Georgia

SOURCE: Georgia Office 
of Budget and Planning
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Purposes and Principles

Advocacy & ARRA

ÅWhy is advocacy important?

ïImplementation largely determined at the local 
and state level

ïBuilding capacity for engagement and shaping 
longer - term policy decisions
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Advocacy for Equitable 
Implementation

ÅPeople - ensuring benefits for vulnerable 
communities

ÅPlaces ïspatial distribution of dollars

ÅProjects - that support equitable outcomes

ÅProcess ïwho decides

Continuum of Advocacy in ARRA

Encouraging 
Application 

for

Discretionary 
Grants

Influencing 
Project 

Selection and 
Grant 

Proposals

Coordination 
of Resources 

and 
Partnership

Ensuring Job 
Creation and 

Workforce 
Training

Measuring 
and Tracking 

Outcomes

Transparency and Accountability for 
Equitable Implementation
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Select Funding Categories

Transportation Housing

Energy/Sustainability
Workforce 

Development

Select Funding Categories

Each category description includes:

Å Allocation
Å Purpose and eligible uses
Å Deadlines
Å Opportunities and requirements for equitable 

outcomes
Å Targeting vulnerable populations
Å Focusing on job creation
Å Coordinating across categories and jurisdictions

Å Current local advocacy and information resources
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Select Funding Streams

Transportation

ïHighway Investment Fund

ïTransit Capital Investment

ïFixed Guideway Capital Investment

Housing

ïNeighborhood Stabilization Program

Energy and Sustainability

ïEnergy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant

ïWeatherization Assistance Program

Workforce Development

ïWorkforce Investment Act Funds (Adult, Youth and 
Dislocated Workers)

ïGreen Jobs Training

Highway Infrastructure Investment

Allocation:   $624 million to GA, $119 million to Atlanta 
Region

Uses: Surface Transportation Program projects

Priority for economically -distressed areas

Deadlines: $326 million of state allocation obligated by 
June. Governor has certified 100 projects.

Guidance and Information: 

ïGeorgia Department of Transportation website

ïAtlanta Regional Commission (ARC)



11

Highway Infrastructure Investment

Advocacy:

ÅPromote projects in economically -distressed 
neighborhoods and cities for the second phase of 
state -selected projects

ÅPromote an open decision making process for 
second phase

ÅPromote opportunities for local hiring and use of 
On- the -Job Training Services

Transit and Fixed Guideway Capital

Allocation:   $144 million to GA, $87 million to Atlanta 
Region operators, $7.4 million to MARTA

Uses: Capital improvements

Deadlines: May 12 th to update the TIP

Guidance and Information: 

ïGeorgia Department of Transportation website

ïAtlanta Regional Commission (ARC)
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Transit and Fixed Guideway Capital

Advocacy:

ÅWho will get the contracts and jobs?

ÅPromote local hiring

Å10% must be expended through minority and 
women -owned businesses

Transportation 

Information and Local Advocacy

ïGeorgia Department of Transportation

ïAtlanta Regional Commission

ïLivable Communities Coalition in partnership 
with the Southern Environmental Law Center
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Neighborhood Stabilization Program 

Allocation:    $1.93 billion nationwide competitive grant 
to states, localities

Uses: Financing foreclosed properties,  

acquisition, or demolition and land banks. 

Minimum $5 million application

Deadlines: Application to HUD due July 17th

Guidance and Information: 

ïU.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD)

ïAtlanta Regional Commission (ARC) & Regional 

Housing Forum

Neighborhood Stabilization Program 

Advocacy:

ÅCoordinated, regional application that supports 
place -based efforts

ÅCoordinate application with energy -efficiency 
and workforce development

ÅRequirement for public comment period
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Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Block Grant (EECBG)

Allocation: $67 million to GA (68% to local 
governments, 28% to state)

Uses: For energy efficiency and sustainability 
programs, primarily for 
housing, schools, and public buildings

Deadline: Applications to U.S. Department of 
Energy due June 25 th . GEFA has 
submitted a plan.

Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Block Grant (EECBG)

Advocacy:

ÅSubgrants to nongovernmental organizations 
(greater of 20% of funds or $250,000)

ÅIncrease planning and capacity for 
implementation

ÅDeveloping a regional revolving loan fund

ÅCompetitive grant to support innovative 
practices
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Weatherization Assistance Program

Allocation: $125 million to GA (n early $27 million to local 
Community Action Agencies)

Uses: Energy efficiency of dwellings owned and 
occupied by low - income persons

Deadline: Applications to U.S. Department of Energy 
submitted by GEFA. Designated training 
provider selected.

Weatherization Assistance Program

Advocacy :

ÅAchieve scale by coordinating delivery of 
service with place -based, neighborhood 
agendas

ÅPromote local hiring

ÅPromote building career pathways
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Workforce Investment Act (Adult, 
Youth, Dislocated Worker)

Amount: $24 million for Atlanta Region for all three 
programs

Allocation: State to local workforce investment boards

Uses: Employment and training, supportive 
services, summer jobs for low - income youth

Deadline: State WIA plan open for comment until June 
15 th

Workforce Investment Act

Advocacy

ÅAdditional resources, new opportunity

ÅTargeted hiring guidelines

ÅCoordinate with emerging sectors

ÅFeedback on state WIA plan
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Green Jobs Training

Amount: $500 million

Allocation:    Competitive grants

Uses: Research, labor exchange (everything 
involved in connecting workers to jobs) and 
job training projects that prepare workers 
for careers in energy efficiency and 
renewable energy industries

Information and Guidance:

The Department of Labor ïEmployment and Training 
Administration issued guidance for grants on May 15 th :

http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?docn=2755

Accountability and Transparency

Requirements for reporting and resources:

ÅRecovery.gov

ÅGubernatorial certifications of 
infrastructure projects

ÅGovernment Accountability Office 
oversight in Georgia

ÅReporting to federal agencies
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Accountability and Transparency

ÅFundamental to an equity agenda

ÅThe need for transparency extends deep 
into implementation

ÅReporting and tracking must be 
accessible, clearly written and relevant

ÅInclude media partners 

Advocacy for Equitable 
Implementation

ÅPeople - ensuring benefits for vulnerable 
communities

ÅPlaces ïspatial distribution of dollars

ÅProjects - that support equitable 
outcomes

ÅProcess ïwho decides



19

Promising Approaches

ÅAdvance coordinated/integrated 
approaches to foster neighborhood 
transformation

ïGreen Impact Zone (Kansas City)

ÅUtilize short - term infusion of ARRA 
dollars to seed policy innovation

ïLocal hiring ordinance on building retrofits (Los 
Angeles)

Promising Approaches

ÅCapitalize sustainable financing streams 
for the long - term.

ïEECBG

ïWater programs

ÅCoordinate state advocacy for maximum 
impact and coverage of wide array of 
ARRA dollars

ïCalifornia Green Stimulus Coalition
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Local and National Info Resources

ÅOfficial Recovery Act website: 
www.Recovery.gov

ÅGeorgia State Recovery website:

www.stimulusaccountability.ga.gov

ÅAtlanta Regional Commission: 
www.atlantaregional.com 

Contact Information

Solana Rice
Program Associate
solana@policylink.org

510 -663 -2333

http://www.recovery.gov/
http://www.stimulusaccountability.ga.gov/
http://www.atlantaregional.com/
mailto:solana@policylink.org

