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IQWURGXFWLRQ
Thank \oX, ChaiUZoman WaWeUV, Ranking MembeU McHenU\, and membeUV of Whe
CommiWWee foU Whe oppoUWXniW\ Wo offeU WeVWimon\ on Whe need foU inYeVWmenWV in
AmeUica¶V hoXVing and financial infUaVWUXcWXUe. M\ name iV DU. Michael McAfee. I¶m Whe
PUeVidenW and CEO of Polic\Link, a Uacial eTXiW\ UeVeaUch and acWion inVWiWXWe opeUaWing
naWionZide ZiWh oXU neWZoUk of WhoXVandV of commXniW\-baVed paUWneUV.

OXU NoUWh SWaU aW Polic\Link iV Wo bUing aboXW a ZoUld WhaW pUomoWeV eTXiW\, defined aV
Whe jXVW and faiU inclXVion inWo a VocieW\ in Zhich all can paUWicipaWe, pUoVpeU, and Ueach
WheiU fXll poWenWial.

DaXnWe WUighW¶V XnWimel\ deaWh aW Whe handV of police WhiV Zeek, jXVW mileV aZa\ fUom
ZheUe GeoUge Flo\d ZaV killed laVW \eaU, XndeUVcoUeV Whe impoUWance of WhiV heaUing.
BoWh incidenWV aUe conVeTXenceV of Whe Vame peUViVWenW, delibeUaWe, and oppUeVViYe
Uacial ineTXiWieV WhaW haYe alVo made iW poVVible foU oXU infUaVWUXcWXUe V\VWem Wo diYide,
pollXWe, and Uob ZealWh fUom commXniWieV of coloU.

OSSRUWXQLW\ VKRXOG QRW EH UDQGRP LQ APHULFD. ThaW iV Zh\ Ze adYance policieV Wo
enable eYeU\one Wo paUWicipaWe in an eTXiWable econom\, liYe in a healWh\ commXniW\ of
oppoUWXniW\, and WhUiYe in a jXVW VocieW\. ETXiW\ aimV Wo eTXip eYeU\one, eVpeciall\ WhoVe
Zho haYe been lefW behind, ZiWh Whe UeVoXUceV WhaW alloZ Whem Wo conWUibXWe and pUoVpeU.
IW iV a pUagmaWic appUoach Wo VolYe Whe naWion'V gUeaWeVW pUoblemV and VoXUceV of
WenVion: economic ineTXaliW\ and Uacial e[clXVion. ETXiW\ addUeVVeV Uace foUWhUighWl\ and
pUodXcWiYel\, bXW iW iV noW aboXW benefiWing one gUoXp aW Whe e[penVe of anoWheU. When
VmaUW, VXVWainable VWUaWegieV aUe WailoUed Wo Whe needV of WhoVe Zho¶Ye been e[clXded,
oXU commXniWieV and oXU econom\ become VWUongeU foU eYeU\one. ThiV iV eVpeciall\
WUXe aV Whe UniWed SWaWeV XndeUgoeV demogUaphic VhifWV in Zhich people of coloU aUe
becoming Whe majoUiW\.
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OXU GHQHUDWLRQ¶V BLJJHVW CKDOOHQJH: WLQQLQJ RQ ETXLW\
CenWXUieV of UaciVm, e[clXVion, and e[ploiWaWion haYe lefW oYeU 100 million people in
AmeUica ± inclXding 55 million people of coloU ± VWUXggling Wo make endV meeW and aUe
pUeYenWing geneUaWionV of childUen fUom Ueali]ing WheiU poWenWial. ThaW iV RQe iQ WhUee
AmeUicaQV.1 OXU geneUaWion¶V challenge iV Wo Ueimagine Whe naWion¶V laZV, policieV,
UegXlaWionV, and pUogUamV Vo Whe\ effecWiYel\ VeUYe people of coloU, and XlWimaWel\ all, in
a mXlWiUacial democUac\. AW Polic\Link, Ze call Whe pXUVXiW of WhaW goal ³WiQQiQg RQ
ETXiW\.´

To Win on ETXiW\, oXU coXnWU\ mXVW focXV on achieYing Uacial eTXiW\ aW Vcale. ThaW
demandV WUanVfoUming Whe oppUeVViYe V\VWemV and inVWiWXWionV WhaW haYe compUomiVed
oXU democUac\ and econom\; and Zhich hindeU eTXiW\-focXVed policieV fUom XnleaVhing
WheiU inWended impacW.

IQIUDVWUXFWXUH iV one of Whe moVW impoUWanW placeV Ze can VWaUW. InfUaVWUXcWXUe
demonVWUaWeV Vome of AmeUica¶V gUeaWeVW pUomiVe and poWenWial Zhen Ze combine oXU
collecWiYe UeVoXUceV, ingenXiW\, and poliWical Zill Wo do big WhingV foU oXU VocieW\ and oXU
econom\. AW Whe Vame Wime, oXU infUaVWUXcWXUe, in iWV cXUUenW foUm, iV a liYing monXmenW
Wo e[clXVionaU\, delibeUaWe, anWi-Black and anWi-IndigenoXV policieV WhaW haYe foU
geneUaWionV Uobbed ZealWh fUom commXniWieV of coloU. OXU infUaVWUXcWXUe policieV haYe
depUiYed Black and BUoZn people of oppoUWXniW\; e[poVed faU Woo man\ Wo haUmfXl
pollXWion; and liWeUall\ VhaYed decadeV off aYeUage life e[pecWancieV foU people of coloU.
In facW, \oXU ]ip code haV a gUeaWeU impacW on \oXU life e[pecWanc\ Whan \oXU geneWic
code. A child gUoZing Xp in Whe BaUU\ FaUmV neighboUhood of SoXWheaVW DC can e[pecW
Wo liYe 30 \HDUV OHVV Whan a child gUoZing Xp in FUiendVhip HeighWV, jXVW 10 mileV aZa\.2

SiW ZiWh WhiV foU a momenW. ThUee decadeV of life Waken fUom a child ± jXVW becaXVe of
ZheUe Vhe ZaV boUn. ThiV haV Wo end.

2 People liYing in loZ-income, diVinYeVWed commXniWieV haYe higheU leYelV of VWUeVV, becaXVe oXU V\VWemV
fail Whem ² WUanVpoUWaWion, hoXVing, ZaWeU, cUiminal jXVWice, jobV, edXcaWion, eWc. ThiV cUeaWeV chUonic
VWUeVV, Zhich changeV hXman ph\Violog\ and adYeUVel\ impacWV healWh. FoU moUe infoUmaWion Vee:
hWWpV://ZZZ.bXildinghealWh\commXniWieV.oUg/Well-me-\oXU-]ip-code-and-i-Zill-Well-\oX-hoZ-long-\oX-Zill-liYe
/
In anoWheU VWXd\, UeVeaUcheUV aW Whe ViUginia CommonZealWh UniYeUViW\ CenWeU on SocieW\ and HealWh
haYe mapped Whe YaUiaWion in life e[pecWanc\ b\ neighboUhood foU oYeU 20 ciWieV and VWaWeV XVing YiWal
VWaWiVWicV obWained fUom VWaWe and local healWh agencieV and popXlaWion daWa fUom Whe U.S. CenVXV BXUeaX
and Whe U.S. CenWeUV foU DiVeaVe ConWUol and PUeYenWion. See:
hWWpV://VocieW\healWh.YcX.edX/ZoUk/Whe-pUojecWV/mapping-life-e[pecWanc\.hWml.

1 See NaWional ETXiW\ AWlaV, PoYeUW\: 200%
hWWpV://naWionaleTXiW\aWlaV.oUg/indicaWoUV/poYeUW\#/?bUeakdoZn=2&poYleY01=99, Polic\Link and Whe
UniYeUViW\ of SoXWheUn CalifoUnia (USC) ETXiW\ ReVeaUch InVWiWXWe; and 100 MiOOiRQ aQd CRXQWiQg: A
PRUWUaiW Rf EcRQRPic IQVecXUiW\ iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV, Polic\Link and Whe USC ETXiW\ ReVeaUch InVWiWXWe,
hWWpV://naWionaleTXiW\aWlaV.oUg/UeVoXUceV-WoolV/100-million.
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CHQWHULQJ RDFLDO ETXLW\: TKH FHGHUDO GRYHUQPHQW¶V NHZ MDQGDWH
The fedeUal goYeUnmenW, aV Whe aXWhoU and enfoUceU of man\ of WheVe baUUieUV, mXVW
pla\ a leading Uole in WheiU Uemed\ and oXU naWional UeneZal ± paUWicXlaUl\ b\ cenWeUing
Uacial eTXiW\ in Whe naWion¶V laZV, policieV, UegXlaWionV, and pUogUamV moYing foUZaUd.
The fedeUal goYeUnmenW iV XniTXel\ poViWioned Wo enVXUe WhaW oppoUWXniW\ iV noW Uandom
in AmeUica. And, polic\makeUV mXVW embUace WhaW caXVe aV a coUe WeneW of oXU naWion¶V
foXndaWional pXUpoVe.

We haYe noW Veen Whe kind of YiVion and UeVoXUce commiWmenW needed Wo addUeVV oXU
inWeUVecWional challengeV Vince Whe Obama \eaUV, Zhen ChaiUZoman WaWeUV and oWheU
CommiWWee MembeUV pla\ed VXch a cUiWical Uole in iniWiaWiYeV like Choice NeighboUhoodV,
PUomiVe NeighboUhoodV, and Whe SXVWainable CommXniWieV IniWiaWiYe. Polic\Link iV
pUoXd Wo haYe led Whe PUomiVe NeighboUhoodV InVWiWXWe, Zhich VXppoUWed oYeU 50
commXniWieV deYeloping UeVXlWV-dUiYen, daWa-infoUmed PUomiVe NeighboUhoodV acUoVV
Whe coXnWU\.

We alVo co-deVigned and VeUYed aV a Wechnical aVViVWance pUoYideU foU Whe SXVWainable
CommXniWieV IniWiaWiYe, ZoUking ZiWh 143 Uegional and mXnicipal HUD-DOT-EPA
gUanWeeV Wo incoUpoUaWe Vocial eTXiW\ oXWcomeV inWo WheiU ZoUk. ThUoXgh WhiV iniWiaWiYe,
Polic\Link helped deVign Whe AFFH daWa Wool and AVVeVVmenW of FaiU HoXVing piloW
pUogUamV. Since WhiV Wime, Ze haYe collecWiYel\ bXilW a VWUong commXniW\ of pUacWice and
haYe dUaZn leVVonV and inVighWV WhaW Ze can appl\ Wo Whe infUaVWUXcWXUe package. FiUVW,
WhoVe pUogUamV ± Zhich Wook Whe foUm of eaUl\ piloW inYeVWmenWV Wo WeVW neZ appUoacheV
± demonVWUaWed WhaW FRPSUHKHQVLYH VROXWLRQV ZHUH UHTXLUHG IRU LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
GHYHORSPHQW, inclXding eTXiWable edXcaWion, hoXVing, and eYen Whe ph\Vical deVign of
commXniWieV Wo beWWeU pUomoWe healWh and pUoVpeUiW\ foU all. TKH VFDOH RI WKHVH DQG
VLPLODU HIIRUWV PXVW QRZ JURZ GUDPDWLFDOO\. Second, aV WheVe pUogUamV haYe been
e[panded and iWeUaWed in paUWneUVhip ZiWh local commXniWieV, philanWhUop\, and Whe
pUiYaWe VecWoU, Ze haYe UepeaWedl\ Veen WhaW Whe moVW VXcceVVfXl and dXUable
inYeVWmenWV aUe Whe oneV WhaW DOLJQ ZLWK, VXSSRUW, DQG FHQWHU FRPPXQLW\-GHVLJQHG
DQG FRPPXQLW\-OHG VROXWLRQV.

To Zin on eTXiW\, Whe fedeUal goYeUnmenW mXVW adopW a QHZ ZD\ RI EHLQJ WhUoXgh
Zhich iW deVignV, WaUgeWV, and fXndV pUogUamV. AW eYeU\ WXUn Ze mXVW:

Ɣ RHTXLUH D IRFXV RQ MXVWLFH DQG IDLUQHVV IRU DOO WKDW FHQWHUV UDFLDO HTXLW\,
SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ UHVRXUFH DOORFDWLRQ GHFLVLRQV. OXU inYeVWmenWV in infUaVWUXcWXUe
mXVW diUecWl\ and VXbVWanWiall\ benefiW Whe commXniWieV WhaW haYe been
haUdeVW-hiW b\ Whe pandemic; aUe VXbjecW Wo UaciVm and oppUeVVion; VXffeUed fUom
deindXVWUiali]aWion, diVinYeVWmenW, and XndeUbanking; and boUne Whe bUXnW of
enYiUonmenWal degUadaWion and climaWe diVaVWeUV. TheVe commXniWieV aUe fXll of
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hope and poVVibiliW\. The\ Zill be Whe VoXUce of Whe ne[W geneUaWion of AmeUica¶V
docWoUV, inYeVWoUV, and elecWed officialV if Ze pUioUiWi]e Uacial eTXiW\.

Ɣ FHGHUDO LQYHVWPHQWV PXVW EH GLUHFWHG WKURXJK VHW DVLGHV, FRPSHWLWLYH
VFRULQJ, DQG DOLJQPHQW RI UHVRXUFHV fUom mXlWiple pUogUamV and agencieV Wo
addUeVV Whe infUaVWUXcWXUe needV WheVe diVadYanWaged commXniWieV face. ThiV
Zill UeTXiUe agencieV Wo noW onl\ beWWeU oUienW WheiU fXnding aUoXnd Whe e[pUeVVed
pUioUiWieV of WheVe commXniWieV, bXW alVo acWiYel\ align and VWUeamline pUoceVVeV
foU deplo\ing WhoVe fXndV Vo WhaW commXniWieV can moUe nimbl\ and fle[ibl\
acceVV and XVe Whem.

Ɣ CUHDWH DQG UHTXLUH DJHQFLHV WR XWLOL]H FRPPXQLW\ PDSSLQJ DQG VFUHHQLQJ
WRROV WR DVVHVV HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFWV, VHJUHJDWLRQ, FRQFHQWUDWHG SRYHUW\,
DQG DFFHVV WR RSSRUWXQLW\. HaYing acceVV Wo Vocio-economic daWa
diVaggUegaWed b\ Uace, eWhniciW\, and income iV cUiWical Wo making infoUmed
deciVionV aboXW hoZ UeVoXUceV can be deplo\ed eTXiWabl\. AgencieV VhoXld
leYeUage and bXild fUom e[iVWing and UeinVWaWed WoolV, VXch aV WhoVe cUeaWed Wo
enfoUce Whe AffiUmaWiYel\ FXUWheUing FaiU HoXVing UXle3 and Whe EnYiUonmenWal
JXVWice ScUeening and Mapping Tool, Wo enVXUe WhaW aVVeVVmenWV and planV foU
inYeVWmenW conVideU a Uange of indicaWoUV impacWing Whe healWh and Zell-being of
hiVWoUicall\ diVinYeVWed commXniWieV. SXch indicia ZoXld inclXde hoXVing bXUden,
neighboUhood poYeUW\, pollXWion e[poVXUeV, XWiliW\ bXUden and VhXW-off UaWeV,
dUoXghW, and Vea-leYel UiVe.

Ɣ E[SDQG HFRQRPLF RSSRUWXQLW\ DQG VXSSRUW DQ HTXLWDEOH HFRQRP\. The
bXilding of Whe infUaVWUXcWXUe mXVW deliYeU jobV and economic oppoUWXniWieV Wo
WhoVe Vame commXniWieV Yia WaUgeWed hiUing and inclXViYe conWUacWing Wo help
gUoZ and VXVWain local and minoUiW\-oZned bXVineVVeV.4 We VhoXld pUioUiWi]e
bXilding Whe hXman, ciYic, and ph\Vical infUaVWUXcWXUe WhaW enVXUeV a jXVW WUanViWion
aZa\ fUom caUbon-inWenViYe, pollXWing indXVWUieV and bXildV an econom\ WhaW
ZoUkV foU all people and pUoWecWV oXU planeW.5

5 FoU e[ample, ZiWh \oXngeU ZoUkeUV being majoUiW\ people of coloU, Whe ZaWeU VecWoU cUeaWeV a XniTXe
oppoUWXniW\ Wo Wackle boWh Whe legac\ of Uacial and gendeU diVcUiminaWion and e[clXVion in Whe ZaWeU
conVWUXcWion indXVWU\. Some of Whe moVW effecWiYe economic inclXVion pUogUamV foU BIPOC and loZ-income
commXniWieV ZeUe deVigned foU Whem. One pUogUam bUingV WogeWheU HBCUV, NGOV and XnionV (i.e.,
VWeelZoUkeUV, laboUeUV, and caUpenWeUV¶ XnionV), and Whe DepaUWmenW of EneUg\, Zho dUaZ fUom an annXal
appUopUiaWion XndeU Whe NaWional InVWiWXWe of EnYiUonmenWal HealWh ScienceV EQYiURQPeQWaO CaUeeU
WRUkeU TUaiQiQg PURgUaP Wo place \oXng, diVadYanWaged ZoUkeUV inWo ZaWeU and bUoZnfieldV UemediaWion
pUojecWV. FoU moUe infoUmaWion Vee:
hWWpV://ZZZ.niehV.nih.goY/caUeeUV/ha]maW/WUaining_pUogUam_aUeaV/ecZWp/inde[.cfm.

4 See IQcOXViYe PURcXUePeQW aQd CRQWUacWiQg: BXiOdiQg a FieOd Rf PROic\ aQd PUacWice, DeniVe FaiUchild
and Kalima RoVe, Polic\Link, 2018. See:
hWWpV://nmcdn.io/e186d21f8c7946a19faed23c3da2f0da/9bb11a106d6f43d5ae8118a05a071e96/fileV/medi
a/neZV/InclXViYe_pUocXUemenW_UepoUW_03.28.18.pdf

3 While Whe TUXmp AdminiVWUaWion VXVpended XVe of Whe AFFH Wool and UeTXiUemenW, man\ jXUiVdicWionV
elecWed Wo conWinXe XWili]ing Whe meWhodV. The UUban InVWiWXWe doZnloaded Whe UaZ daWa in 2020 fUom Whe
HUD ViWe. See: hWWpV://daWacaWalog.XUban.oUg/daWaVeW/daWa-and-WoolV-faiU-hoXVing-planning
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Ɣ PURPRWH RSHQ DQG LQFOXVLYH SURFHVVHV. OXU pXblic inYeVWmenWV in
infUaVWUXcWXUe VhoXld pUodXce laVWing pXblic benefiWV and VWUengWhen oXU pXblic
VecWoU Wo benefiW WhoVe leaVW Zell off inVWead of enUiching conVXlWing fiUmV and
coUpoUaWionV. ThiV UeTXiUeV open, inclXViYe bXdgeWing pUoceVVeV WhaW
meaningfXll\ engage diYeUVe commXniW\ VWakeholdeUV; pUomoWe WUanVpaUenc\ in
Whe allocaWion and diVbXUVemenW of infUaVWUXcWXUe fXndV; and engage a bUoad
Uange of e[peUWiVe in Whe deYelopmenW of infUaVWUXcWXUe polic\, planning, and
inYeVWmenWV. TheVe pUoceVVeV VhoXld be Veen aV eTXall\ cUiWical Wo Whe
VXcceVVfXl diVbXUVemenW of fXndV aV Whe e[pendiWXUe leYelV WhemVelYeV.
InWeUagenc\ alignmenW aUoXnd WheVe pUoceVVeV, anchoUed b\ coUe UeTXiUemenWV
aUoXnd Uaciall\ eTXiWable UeVoXUce allocaWion, mXVW be UeTXiUed b\ Whe CongUeVV
aV Zell aV Whe cXUUenW and fXWXUe adminiVWUaWionV.

HRXVLQJ IQIUDVWUXFWXUH PULRULWLHV WR EQVXUH OSSRUWXQLW\ IV NRW RDQGRP LQ
APHULFD

ThiV leadeUVhip momenW noW onl\ UeTXiUeV Whe fedeUal goYeUnmenW Wo YieZ iWV
inYeVWmenWV WhUoXgh iWV coUe commiWmenW Wo Uacial eTXiW\. IW iV aboXW EXLOGLQJ D QHZ
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH foU oXU 21VW cenWXU\ mXlWiUacial democUac\ ± one WhaW cenWeUV Whe 100
million economicall\ inVecXUe AmeUicanV and enVXUeV eYeU\ peUVon iV VecXUel\ hoXVed.
We haYe Wo bXild WhiV neZ infUaVWUXcWXUe in a diffeUenW Za\. HRXVLQJ LV DW WKH KHDUW RI
WKLV, EHFDXVH KRXVLQJ LV RQH RI WKH ELJJHVW GULYHUV RI WKH UDFLDO ZHDOWK JDS.
HoXVing VhapeV Whe ph\Vical landVcape of ineTXiW\: VegUegaWion, diVinYeVWmenW, and
e[clXVion.

A Ph\VicaO LaQdVcaSe Rf IQeTXiW\ aQd SegUegaWiRQ

IW iV cUiWical Wo UemembeU WhaW VeYen in 10 WhiWe familieV oZn WheiU homeV Zhile Whe
majoUiW\ of Black, LaWin[, and Pacific IVlandeU familieV aUe UenWeUV and do noW haYe Whe
oppoUWXniW\ Wo bXild ZealWh WhUoXgh homeoZneUVhip. EYen befoUe Whe pandemic made
WhingV ZoUVe, half of all UenWeUV ZeUe pa\ing moUe Whan Whe\ coXld affoUd on hoXVing,
and WhUee oXW of fiYe Black and LaWin[ Zomen UenWeUV ZeUe hoXVing coVW bXUdened.
ThUoXghoXW Whe pandemic, UenWeUV haYe VWUXggled Wo make UenW and haYe been foUced Wo
make choiceV beWZeen pa\ing UenW and meeWing baVic needV foU food, healWh caUe, and
moUe. OXU NaWional ETXiW\ AWlaV, baVed on daWa fUom Whe CenVXV HRXVehROd PXOVe
SXUYe\, findV WhaW millionV of hoXVeholdV haYe fallen behind on UenW. ThiV iV one of oXU
biggeVW eTXiW\ iVVXeV Woda\: Black and LaWin[ ZoUkeUV aUe moUe likel\ Wo haYe loVW
emplo\menW income dXUing Whe pandemic and diVpUopoUWionaWel\ oZe back UenW and
WhXV aW UiVk of eYicWion if noW coYeUed b\ a moUaWoUiXm.

SeYen million adXlWV liYe in UenWeU hoXVeholdV WhaW aUe behind on UenW dXe Wo
pandemic-UelaWed job and income loVVeV and face eYicWion and homeleVVneVV Zhen Whe
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naWional eYicWion moUaWoUiXm iV lifWed in JXl\ (if noW VooneU).6 DXUing Whe pandemic,
UenWeUV, and diVpUopoUWionaWel\ UenWeUV of coloU Zho loVW emplo\menW income dXe Wo Whe
pandemic, haYe accXmXlaWed ELOOLRQV LQ GHEW, Zhile pUedominanWl\ WhiWe homeoZneUV
and pUopeUW\ oZneUV haYe gained ELOOLRQV LQ ZHDOWK fUom loZ inWeUeVW UaWeV and
incUeaVed home YalXe.

We can no longeU den\ WhaW UaciaO iQeTXiW\ iV a feaWXUe, QRW a PaUkeW faiOXUe, of Whe
cXUUenW hoXVing V\VWem, Zhich compoXndV Whe economic inVecXUiW\ of UenWeUV of coloU
and confineV loZeU-income UenWeUV Wo neighboUhoodV WhaW haYe been VWaUYed foU
decadeV of inYeVWmenW, good VchoolV, clean ZaWeU, healWh\ foodV, and oWheU ameniWieV.

HRXViQg IQYeVWPeQWV WR Make EYeU\ CRPPXQiW\ a CRPPXQiW\ Rf OSSRUWXQiW\

To end WhiV naWion¶V hoXVing affoUdabiliW\ cUiViV, Ze need Wo inYeVW DW OHDVW $200 ELOOLRQ
IRU KRXVLQJ DFTXLVLWLRQ WhUoXgh Whe NaWional HoXVing TUXVW FXnd oU a neZ HoXVing
InfUaVWUXcWXUe Bank. TheVe inYeVWmenWV VhoXld e[pand commXniW\ conWUol and
oZneUVhip; and Whe fXndV VhoXld be XVed Wo fXll\ finance Whe pXUchaVe and UehabiliWaWion
of pUiYaWe UenWal pUopeUWieV b\ WenanWV, nonpUofiW oUgani]aWionV, pXblic hoXVing
aXWhoUiWieV, coopeUaWiYeV, commXniW\ land WUXVWV, and VWaWe oU local goYeUnmenWV in
oUdeU Wo incUeaVe Whe aYailabiliW\ of peUmanenWl\ affoUdable hoXVing. ThiV fXnding VhoXld
alVo be coXpled ZiWh fXndV Wo pUoYide Wechnical aVViVWance WhaW faciliWaWeV peeU leaUning
foU local oUgani]aWionV ZoUking on Whe gUoXnd in commXniWieV. IQ DGGLWLRQ WR WKLV
HRXVLQJ TUXVW FXQG, CRQJUHVV PXVW LQYHVW $70 ELOOLRQ LQ FDSLWDO LPSURYHPHQWV WR
SXEOLF KRXVLQJ foU mainWenance, gUeening, opeUaWionV, and Wo end Whe cXUUenW backlog
in UepaiU needV.

WH PXVW DOVR DGYDQFH WKH HRPHV IRU AOO AFW DQG LQYHVW LQ WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI
SHUPDQHQWO\ DIIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ.7 LeaUning fUom Whe Vcale of laUge Vocial hoXVing
pUogUamV aUoXnd Whe ZoUld, Whe fedeUal goYeUnmenW VhoXld UeYeUVe Whe neaUl\ 50-\eaU
long doZnZaUd WUend of UedXcing fedeUal Vpending on pXblic hoXVing, and pUioUiWi]e Whe
cUeaWion of 12 PLOOLRQ QHZ KRXVLQJ XQLWV RYHU WKH QH[W 10 \HDUV ZiWh an LQYHVWPHQW
RI $1 WULOOLRQ, pUioUiWi]ing loZ-income commXniWieV and commXniWieV of coloU paUWicXlaUl\
on pXblic land neaU WUanViW. While WheUe aUe VeYeUal Za\V Wo WaUgeW WheVe UeVoXUceV, oXU
YieZ iV WhaW WheVe XniWV mXVW be made aYailable foU people eaUning 30 peUcenW of WheiU
AUea Median Income (AMI) oU leVV.

TKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW PXVW IVVXH HQRXJK YRXFKHUV WR PDNH ZDLW OLVWV D UHOLF RI
WKH SDVW, DQG HQVXUH XQLYHUVDO DFFHVV IRU DOO ZKR TXDOLI\, ZiWh VWUong gXidance Wo

7 The HomeV FoU All AcW of 2019, H.R. 5244, ZaV inWUodXced b\ Rep. Ilhan OmaU in Whe 116Wh CongUeVV.

6 CenVXV HoXVehold PXlVe SXUYe\, Week 27 (MaUch 17-29) HoXVing Table 1b.
hWWpV://ZZZ.cenVXV.goY/daWa/WableV/2021/demo/hhp/hhp27.hWml#WableV
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diUecW WheVe YoXcheUV WoZaUdV commXniW\-oZned, peUmanenWl\ affoUdable hoXVing.
VoXcheUV aUe noW enoXgh ZiWhoXW VWUengWhening pUoWecWionV WhaW mainVWUeam WheiU XVe.
FoU inVWance, CongUeVV VhoXld eVWabliVh and enfoUce a VoXUce of income pUoWecWion8 aV
a fedeUal VWandaUd naWionall\. VoXcheUV combined ZiWh infUaVWUXcWXUe inYeVWmenWV of neZ
conVWUXcWion and acTXiViWion and UehabiliWaWion Zill pUoYide immediaWe VXppoUW Wo WhoVe
VWUXggling Wo pa\ foU hoXVing and Zill enVXUe commXniW\-conWUolled pUopeUWieV aUe
financed Zell inWo Whe fXWXUe.

CRQJUHVV PXVW DOVR HVWDEOLVK D QDWLRQDO UHTXLUHPHQW IRU UHQW VWDELOL]DWLRQ WR
DFFRPSDQ\ DQ\ KRXVLQJ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH LQYHVWPHQWV. ThiV iV cUiWical foU enVXUing UenW
incUeaVeV aUe pUedicWable and do noW pXVh people oXW of WheiU homeV.9

I ZanW Wo applaXd \oX in paUWicXlaU, ChaiUZoman WaWeUV, foU la\ing doZn a cUXcial
maUkeU ZiWh Whe HRXViQg iV IQfUaVWUXcWXUe AcW. Polic\Link iV pUoXd Wo endoUVe WhiV
legiVlaWion aV a VWaUWing poinW Wo dUamaWicall\ Vcale Xp DIIRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ
LQYHVWPHQWV, LQFOXGLQJ CDBG, HOME, WKH NDWLYH APHULFDQ BORFN GUDQW SURJUDP,
DQG RWKHU FULWLFDO SURJUDPV LQ GLVLQYHVWHG SODFHV. We alVo belieYe iW iV cUiWical foU Whe
fedeUal goYeUnmenW Wo cUeaWe inWeUagenc\ inYeVWmenWV ZiWh EPA and DOT Wo enVXUe all
UeVoXUceV aUe fXll\ leYeUaged Wo cUeaWe healWh eTXiW\ oXWcomeV, healWh\ commXniWieV of
oppoUWXniW\, and climaWe UeVilienW placeV. Finall\, all hoXVing infUaVWUXcWXUe inYeVWmenWV
going foUZaUd mXVW inclXde IncUeaVed fXnding foU commXniW\-dUiYen, long-WeUm planning
WhaW alVo VXppoUWV DQWL-GLVSODFHPHQW SURWHFWLRQV DQG EXLOGV FOLPDWH UHVLOLHQFH.

EQdiQg DiVcUiPiQaWiRQ iQ Whe HRXViQg MaUkeW

I alVo ZanW Wo XUge Whe CongUeVV Wo SDVV D QDWLRQDO THQDQWV¶ BLOO RI RLJKWV ZiWh jXVW
caXVe eYicWion pUoWecWionV, a UighW Wo oUgani]e, a UighW Wo coXnVel. ThiV neZ Bill of RighWV
ZoXld end ongoing diVcUiminaWion in hoXVing b\ enVhUining a VoXUce-of-income
non-diVcUiminaWion UeTXiUemenW; faiU chance hoXVing; and pUoWecWionV foU XndocXmenWed
and mi[ed-VWaWXV hoXVeholdV aV Zell aV people liYing ZiWh diVabiliWieV.

And I'm heaUWened Wo Vee Whe Biden adminiVWUaWion¶V commiWmenW Wo VWUHQJWKHQ WKH
AFFH UXOH afWeU Whe pUeYioXV adminiVWUaWion'V ine[cXVable aWWack on non-diVcUiminaWion

9 If UenW conWUol ZeUe adopWed naWionZide, 42 million hoXVeholdV coXld be VWabili]ed. FoU moUe infoUmaWion,
Vee: ³OXU HomeV, OXU FXWXUe: HoZ RenW ConWUol Can BXild SWable, HealWh\ CommXniWieV,´
hWWpV://ZZZ.polic\link.oUg/UeVoXUceV-WoolV/oXU-homeV-oXU-fXWXUe.

8 SoXUce-of-income non-diVcUiminaWion laZV pUohibiW diVcUiminaWion baVed on VoXUce of income. TheVe
laZV aUe cUiWical Wo pUeYenWing diVcUiminaWion againVW hoXVing YoXcheU holdeUV, \oXng people ZhoVe
paUenWV pa\ WheiU UenW, domeVWic Yiolence VXUYiYoUV Zho ma\ be UeceiYing hoXVing aVViVWance, oU an\one
elVe Zho haV anoWheU inVWiWXWion oU indiYidXal pa\ing WheiU UenW. TheVe laZV aUe paUWicXlaUl\ impoUWanW foU
YoXcheU holdeUV in commXniWieV ZiWh high hoXVing coVWV ZheUe landloUdV aUe leVV likel\ Wo UenW Wo YoXcheU
holdeUV.
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pUoWecWionV in oXU naWion¶V hoXVing laZV. AFFH iV a cUiWical Wool Wo enVXUe eYeU\ HUD
gUanW jXUiVdicWion condXcWV a faiU hoXVing anal\ViV and diUecWV fedeUal inYeVWmenWV Wo
impUoYe high-poYeUW\ neighboUhoodV and enVXUe WhaW loZ-income UenWeUV of coloU can
liYe in neighboUhoodV ZiWh good VchoolV, clean aiU, WUanViW and oWheU cUiWical ingUedienWV
of economic VXcceVV, healWh, and Zell-being.

FLQDQFLDO IQIUDVWUXFWXUH PULRULWLHV WR EQVXUH OSSRUWXQLW\ IV NRW RDQGRP LQ
APHULFD

AV I noWed, along ZiWh Polic\Link¶V FoXndeU in ReVidence, Angela GloYeU BlackZell, in a
NeZ YRUk TiPeV piece laVW VXmmeU: bankV haYe been XndeUZUiWeUV of AmeUican UaciVm
– no indXVWU\ haV pla\ed a biggeU oU moUe endXUing Uole in Black oppUeVVion,
e[ploiWaWion, and e[clXVion. ThaW iV Zh\ oXU commXniW\ iV Vo ZaU\ of Whe man\
VWaWemenWV and geVWXUeV WhaW financial inVWiWXWionV made laVW VXmmeU in Whe Zake of MU.
Flo\d¶V mXUdeU. BDQNV WKHPVHOYHV KDYH UHDO ZRUN WR GR LQ WKH PRQWKV DQG \HDUV
DKHDG WR PDNH WKHLU QHZIRXQG VWDWHG FRPPLWPHQW WR UDFLDO MXVWLFH UHDO. And Whe
CongUeVV haV an impoUWanW Uole Wo pla\ in UHVKDSLQJ RXU ILQDQFLDO LQVWLWXWLRQV WR EH
FRPPXQLW\ VHUYLQJ.

CRQJUHVV FDQ VWDUW E\ ZRUNLQJ WR FXUE WDOO SWUHHW GLVFULPLQDWLRQ DQG VSHFXODWLRQ.
BankV and financial inVWiWXWionV conWinXe Wo XndeUYalXe Black-oZned pUopeUW\, VWeeU
people of coloU inWo pUedaWoU\ financial pUodXcWV, and den\ loanV Wo people of coloU. ThiV
kind of GH IDFWR UHGOLQLQJ leadV Wo dUamaWic XndeUYalXaWion, XndeUinYeVWmenWV, and
XndeUbanking in Black and BUoZn commXniWieV. PUiYaWe eTXiW\ companieV flXVh ZiWh
inYeVWoU fXndV haYe boXghW Xp homeV in loZ-income commXniWieV, Veeking Wo pUofiW fUom
eYicWion, diVplacemenW, and genWUificaWion. ThiV haV led Wo deWeUioUaWing condiWionV and
UiVing hoXVing coVWV foU loZ-income and ZoUking-claVV WenanWV Zho liYe in mXlWifamil\
bXildingV. MoUe UobXVW financial UegXlaWionV Zill pUoWecW boWh WenanWV and homebX\eUV b\
limiWing Whe Uole WhaW pUiYaWe eTXiW\ can pla\. In paUWicXlaU:

Ɣ EnfoUce VWUongeU UegXlaWion, inclXding WUanVpaUenc\ and faiU Wa[aWion, of
Ueal-eVWaWe deYelopmenW and inYeVWmenW coUpoUaWionV.

Ɣ PUoYide fXnding and polic\ pUefeUence foU nonpUofiW and coopeUaWiYe oZneUVhip,
commXniW\ land WUXVWV, and oWheU modelV WhaW faciliWaWe pXblic and UeVidenW
oZneUVhip.

Ɣ LimiW Whe abiliW\ of bankV Wo offeU loanV on pUopeUW\ pXUchaVeV WhaW ZoXld UeTXiUe
VignificanW UenW incUeaVeV in oUdeU Wo meeW moUWgage obligaWionV.10

10 FoU moUe infoUmaWion on hoZ Wo adYance hoXVing jXVWice and limiW Whe oXWVi]ed inflXence of coUpoUaWe
landloUdV, Vee Whe HoXVing JXVWice NaWional PlaWfoUm, VXppoUWed b\ a naWionZide moYemenW of WenanWV,
homeoZneUV, and WheiU allieV: hWWpV://ZZZ.hoXVingjXVWiceplaWfoUm.oUg/oXU-plaWfoUm.
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AnoWheU cUiWical Za\ Wo VWUengWhen oXU naWion¶V financial infUaVWUXcWXUe iV Wo LQYHVW
VXEVWDQWLDOO\ PRUH UHVRXUFHV LQ WKH CDFIV, ORFDO FUHGLW XQLRQV, DQG EXVLQHVV
VXSSRUW RUJDQL]DWLRQV WhaW haYe deep UelaWionVhipV in loZ-income commXniWieV of
coloU and pUoYide cUXcial financial and Wechnical VXppoUW Wo help bXVineVVeV oZned b\
people of coloU VWaUW and gUoZ. AV Ze inYeVW in hoXVing and infUaVWUXcWXUe deYelopmenW,
Ze mXVW enVXUe WhaW deYelopeUV and enWUepUeneXUV of coloU can paUWicipaWe in UebXilding
WheiU commXniWieV, cUeaWing neZ, good jobV foU UeVidenWV, and Vcaling WheiU bXVineVVeV Wo
VhUink Whe Uacial ZealWh gap. CongUeVV VhoXld alVo conVideU neZ pUogUamV and
incenWiYeV Wo VXppoUW Whe deYelopmenW of ZoUkeU-oZned coopeUaWiYeV in commXniWieV of
coloU. In addiWion Wo e[panding ZoUkeUV¶ Yoice and oZneUVhip, ZoUkeU-oZned
coopeUaWiYeV Wend Wo be moUe pUodXcWiYe, pa\ beWWeU ZageV, offeU longeU-WeUm
emplo\menW WhaW laVWV WhUoXgh VhockV Wo Whe econom\, pUoYide gUeaWeU caUeeU mobiliW\,
and keep pUofiWV in Whe commXniW\.11

Finall\, Wo inYeVW in oXU financial infUaVWUXcWXUe, Zhich inclXdeV boWh oXU ph\Vical and
caUe infUaVWUXcWXUe in Whe moVW diVinYeVWed commXniWieV, CRQJUHVV VKRXOG HQDFW D
FHGHUDO JRE GXDUDQWHH ZiWh peUmanenW pXblic financing WhaW e[pandV and conWUacWV
baVed on need and ZoXld enVXUe WhaW eYeU\one haV acceVV Wo famil\-VXppoUWing jobV. I
ZanW Wo paUWicXlaUl\ acknoZledge and Whank RepUeVenWaWiYe PUeVVle\ foU heU leadeUVhip
in inWUodXcing a UeVolXWion Wo accompliVh WhiV,12 Zhich Polic\Link ZaV pUoXd Wo ZoUk in
paUWneUVhip ZiWh heU office Wo adYance. A FedeUal Job GXaUanWee ZoXld acW aV an
aXWomaWic VWabili]eU, mainWaining VWable emplo\menW and income dXUing doZnWXUnV, WhXV
making oXU econom\ moUe UeVilienW aV Zell aV moUe eTXiWable. ThiV gXaUanWee iV cUXcial
Wo bXild an eTXiWable econom\ and deliYeU on eVVenWial commXniW\ infUaVWUXcWXUe needV.

CRQFOXVLRQ

I ZanW Wo Wake WhiV oppoUWXniW\ Wo Whank \oX, ChaiUZoman WaWeUV, and Whe oWheU
membeUV of WhiV commiWWee Zho haYe demonVWUaWed VXch a VWUong commiWmenW Wo
cenWeUing Uacial eTXiW\ in Whe Xnfolding debaWe aUoXnd Whe naWion¶V infUaVWUXcWXUe needV. I
alVo ZanW Wo make Polic\Link aYailable aV a UeVoXUce Wo \oX moYing foUZaUd. TKH
NDWLRQDO ETXLW\ AWODV, pUodXced b\ Polic\Link and Whe USC ETXiW\ ReVeaUch InVWiWXWe,
iV AmeUica'V moVW deWailed UepoUW caUd on Uacial and economic eTXiW\. OXU daWabaVe
inclXdeV XniTXe, deepl\ diVaggUegaWed daWa b\ Uace, gendeU, naWiYiW\, anceVWU\, and
moUe ± foU Whe laUgeVW 100 ciWieV, laUgeVW 150 UegionV, all 50 VWaWeV, and Whe UniWed
SWaWeV aV a Zhole. We XVe iW Wo eTXip moYemenW leadeUV and polic\makeUV ZiWh

12 H.ReV.145 - Recogni]ing Whe dXW\ of Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW Wo cUeaWe a FedeUal job gXaUanWee.
hWWpV://ZZZ.congUeVV.goY/bill/117Wh-congUeVV/hoXVe-UeVolXWion/145/coVponVoUV?U=18&V=3&VeaUchReVXlW
VieZT\pe=e[panded.

11 See Whe DemocUac\ aW WoUk UepoUW, HRZ EcRQRPic DePRcUac\ IPSacWV WRUkeUV, FiUPV, aQd
CRPPXQiWieV
hWWpV://inVWiWXWe.coop/UeVoXUceV/hoZ-economic-democUac\-impacWV-ZoUkeUV-fiUmV-and-commXniWieV.
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acWionable daWa and VWUaWegieV Wo adYance Uacial eTXiW\ and VhaUed pUoVpeUiW\. We aUe
happ\ Wo ZoUk ZiWh Whe CongUeVV Wo pUoYide deWailed anal\VeV Wo VXppoUW \oXU Uacial
eTXiW\ ZoUk.

AmeUican democUac\ iV a peUpeWXal ZoUk in pUogUeVV ± iW iV neYeU gXaUanWeed. 2020 laid
baUe Whe VWUXcWXUal failXUeV of a naWion WhaW ZaV neYeU deVigned Wo ZoUk foU eYeU\one,
moVWl\ dXe Wo Whe Wo[ic and compoXnding foUceV of UaciVm. NoZ, Ze haYe a
once-in-a-lifeWime opening foU VWUXcWXUal WUanVfoUmaWion, and Wo finall\ achieYe jXVW and
faiU inclXVion inWo a VocieW\ in Zhich all can paUWicipaWe, pUoVpeU, and Ueach WheiU fXll
poWenWial.

OXU QDWLRQ LV DW D FURVVURDGV. If Ze do noW inYeVW in hoXVing and financial
infUaVWUXcWXUe, Ze Zill foUfeiW Whe oppoUWXniW\ Wo VignificanWl\ impUoYe Whe Vocial and
economic oXWcomeV foU Whe 100 million AmeUicanV VWUXggling Wo make endV meeW, and
foU Whe fXWXUe geneUaWionV Zho depend on XV making Whe UighW choice. An eTXiWable,
pUoVpeUoXV naWion foU all Zill onl\ be achieYed Zhen oXU acWionV aUe commenVXUaWe ZiWh
Whe Vcale of Whe challenge.

TKLV LV RXU PRPHQW WR QRW RQO\ WLQ RQ ETXLW\ EXW WR HQVXUH WKDW LQ APHULFD,
RSSRUWXQLW\ LV QRW UDQGRP. We mXVW UedeVign oppUeVViYe V\VWemV, eVpeciall\ in
hoXVing, Wo cUeaWe an AmeUica WhaW VeUYeV all people, VWaUWing ZiWh people of coloU. ThiV
iV Whe gUeaWeVW challenge of and higheVW pUioUiW\ foU Whe Uacial eTXiW\ moYemenW – Ze oZe
iW Wo oXU anceVWoUV, each oWheU, and fXWXUe geneUaWionV. ThiV iV hoZ Ze deliYeU on Whe
pUomiVe of a mXlWiUacial democUac\.

###
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