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ADVOCATING FOR TRIBAL SPECIFIC SURVEY QUESTIONS: 
For example, to differentiate between commercial and traditional tobacco use on YRRS



(From Cards Against Colonization)

ADVOCATING FOR TRIBAL CONSULTATION FOR DATA RELATED DECISIONS 
THAT IMPACT AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLE:

For example, changes to race/ethnicity presentation in health data (2013)



This course examined the role of date as an exercise of sovereignty in Native 
nation governance and self determination.

• How can data facilitate nation building?
• How can Tribes influence the better collection of data on their people and 

resources by third parties?



Data MUST benefit communities and not 

stigmatize

Race and ethnicity issue is complex

New federal administration – concerns 

about data and treaty rights, social welfare 

programs, environment, education, etc. 

Concerns About Data: 

Data discredits traditional & cultural legacy 

and practices
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Adapted from Walter, M. & Andersen, C. (2013). Indigenous Statistics: A 
Quantitative Research Methodology. Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press. 
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Data inconsistencies

Non-Hispanic AIAN adults are 

more likely to be current 

smokers and current drinkers 

compared with other adults.



In the AIAN population, chronic liver 

disease and cirrhosis was the sixth 

leading cause of death, but was not 

ranked in the top 10 for the white, 

black, or Asian or Pacific Islander 

populations in 2005 (4).

Simple comparison/limited 
interpretation

Use of aggregated data

Dichotomous comparison

Data without any context



We are all related

We must be mindful about our 

recommendations locally.

0



Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty

Recognizes that data related to 

Indigenous peoples should be 

subject to the laws/governance 

of those peoples. 
(Adapted from Te Mana Raraunga – Maori Data Sovereignty 

Network Chapter)



Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty Purpose

(Adapted from Te Mana Raraunga – Maori Data Sovereignty Network Chapter)

• Assert Indigenous rights in relation to decisions 

about collection of, access to, Indigenous data

• Assert Indigenous rights and interests in relation 

to data

• Ensure Indigenous data are safeguarded and 

protected

• Advocate for Indigenous involvement in 

governance of data repositories



RIGHTS VS. 

INTERESTS
If we ground data using sovereignty framework, then

rights always outweigh interests.

From University of Arizona, Native Nations Institute – Exploring Data for 

Nation Building: Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Governance course 



INDIGNEOUS DATA SOVEREIGNTY IS

THE RIGHT OF A NATION TO GOVERN THE 

COLLECTION, OWNERSHIP, AND APPLICATION OF 

ITS OWN DATA.

1 2 3

Derives from 

Tribes’ inherent 

right to govern 

their peoples, 

lands, and 

resources.

Positioned within 

an Indigenous 

rights framework.

Collective and 

individual rights.

From University of Arizona, Native Nations Institute – Exploring Data for 

Nation Building: Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Governance course 
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Resources
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OF DATA IS 

ABOUT: 

University of Arizona, Native Nations Institute – Exploring Data for 

Nation Building: Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Governance course 
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What ACTION is needed 
to move toward Tribal 

Data Sovereignty?
What is AASTEC’s role?

What is your role?



ENGAGE IN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH 
THE COMMUNITY 
REGARDING THEIR ROLE 
IN INDIGENOUS DATA 
SOVEREIGNTY



What is AASTEC’s role?

Provide technical support for tribes to build on tribal 
organization infrastructure regarding IDS.

Advocate for Indigenous research methodologies, 
indigeneity, and IDS in the scientific community and 
with funders.

Build comfort and understanding regarding research 
methods, data, and scientific process among community 
members. 



What is your role?
Work with tribal leaders, directors, program managers on local efforts 
to challenge funders regarding type of data used to make funding 
decisions.

Serve as translators and intermediaries between community and non-
Native partners.

Develop Indigenous data collection instruments and analytic approach.
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