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Social Determinants of Health 

Social determinants of health are the life enhancing 
resources such as food supply, housing, economic and 
social relationships, transportation, education, and 
health care, whose distribution across populations 
effectively determines length and quality of life.   

- James, S. 2002 



We envision a nation that marshals its

resources to assure that all children have an 

equitable and promising future – a nation in 

which all children thrive.

W.K. Kellogg Foundation Vision



The W.K. Kellogg Foundation supports children,

families and communities as they strengthen 

and create conditions that propel vulnerable 
children to achieve success as individuals and 

as contributors to the larger community and 
society.

W.K. Kellogg Foundation Mission



Viewing Work Through 
a Lens of Racial Equity 

The Kellogg Foundation’s racial equity

commitment includes both organizational 

and programmatic efforts.

StrategySystemsServices



Racial Equity

Addressing
Structural Racism

Healing, Repair
and Reconciliation

Racial Equity Strategy





Implementing the Work 
Through Grantmaking

• Explicit focus on equity and policy and systems 
change

• Shift from improvement to transformation

• Increase resources to grassroots on-the-
ground partners



Implementing the Work 
Through Grantmaking

• Increase racial and ethnic diversity of 
leadership

• Support partnerships with structures for 
shared leadership

• Build capacity to address power dynamics



Successes

Seattle/King County FEEST Holyoke Food & Fitness Policy Council



Challenges

• Messy work

• Limited resources for community organizing

• Community-based capacity building needed

• Keeping institutions at the table in the midst of 
shifting power dynamics



Key Learnings

• Time and space is key in building relationships

• Participatory processes lead to policy and 
system change approaches

• This work is of the heart



Tools to Support the Movement

• Unnatural Causes . . . Is Inequality Making Us Sick?

• Health Equity and Social Justice Tool Kit (NACCHO)

• Engaging the Community in Decision Making:  Case 
Studies Tracking Participation, Voice and Influence

• ENACT

• Healthy Equity Index




