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  Equity and Economic Inclusion Necessary for U.S. Economic Growth

PolicyLink and the Center for American Progress lift up Equity as the Superior Growth

Model for building communities of opportunity across the nation

For Immediate Release

Washington, D.C. – April 22, 2011 — Today PolicyLink and the Center for American Progress

hosted a convening with leading economists and policy experts to discuss the proposition that a focus on

equity and economic inclusion is necessary to grow the U.S. economy. In the companion framing paper

titled “Is Equity the Superior Growth Model?” authors Sarah Treuhaft from PolicyLink and David

Madland from American Progress discuss how economic growth has been slower and less broadly

shared over the past several decades, leaving more and more families, even entire communities, behind

with diminishing prospects for catching up.

The report identifies critical long-term economic trends of greater inequality and stunted upward mobility

that have impacted not only the poorest of the poor but also lower-and middle-income families. This has

especially been the case for Americans of color, who accounted for more than 90 percent of the nation's

population growth in the past decade and by 2042 are projected to be the majority in the United States.

Economic trends identified in the paper include:

Increasing income inequality

Rising productivity but stagnant wages

A growing wealth gap

Truncated economic mobility

More and deeper poverty

Persistent racial disparities

The long-term economic trends clearly undermine American ideals of fairness and equity and the notion

that prosperity should be broadly shared. But could the eclipse of the American promise also be

undermining our economic competitiveness? Is it possible that the traditional assumption that there is a

trade-off between growth and equity is wrong, and that broadly shared growth is ultimately better for the

economy? Could a focus on equity—the economic and social inclusion of those left behind—be much more

than a humanitarian or moral act but actually a superior economic growth model? And, if so, what does an

inclusive and sustainable growth trajectory look like?

Now is a critical moment to begin a national dialogue about the growing opportunity deficit and what it

means for our economic future.

“Is Equity the Superior Growth Model?” is intended as a starting point for that discussion. It highlights

key economic and demographic trends, summarizes the literature on equity and growth, and suggests some

next steps for building an inclusive growth agenda.

Visit here to watch the live web stream of today’s event.

The full brief can also be accessed here.

 

Career & Internship Opportunities

PolicyLink in the News

"Fred Blackwell Speaks On Blacks Being Left

Out of Urban Development," The Loop 21

"HUD Awards Grant to Oakland to Create

Better Community," San Francisco Chronicle

"Innovative Policies Are Essential to Save

Men Who Are at Risk," The Sacramento Bee

"On Jobs and Safety Net, Lawmakers Must

Focus on Hard-Hit Minorities," CNN.com

                                                                                    view

all News and Events

PROSPERITY 2050: IS EQUITY THE SUPERIOR GROWTH MODEL?

mailto:staff@policylink.org
http://www.americanprogress.org/events/2011/04/equity.html/streaming.html
http://www.policylink.org/atf/cf/%7B97c6d565-bb43-406d-a6d5-eca3bbf35af0%7D/POLICY_LINK_BRIEF.PDF
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5136441/k.BD4A/Home.htm
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5183555/k.D0CE/Profile/apps/ka/ct/default.asp
http://www.policylink.org/donate
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5137699/k.C98D/Contact/apps/ka/ct/default.asp
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5156593/k.C762/Press.htm
http://www.policylink.org/jobopportunities
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.7977457/k.9D43/Internships.htm
http://www.policylink.org/site/lookup.asp?c=lkIXLbMNJrE&b=5156891
http://www.loop21.com/content/fred-blackwell-speaks-blacks-being-left-out-urban-development
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/ontheblock/detail?entry_id=95629
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/ontheblock/detail?entry_id=95629
http://www.sacbee.com/2011/08/17/3842470/innovative-policies-are-essential.html
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/08/05/blackwell.jobs.minority/index.html?hpt=op_t1
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/08/05/blackwell.jobs.minority/index.html?hpt=op_t1
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5156891/k.9625/News_and_Events.htm
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5183555/k.D0CE/Profile/apps/ka/ct/default.asp
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5137305/k.BDC2/Home/apps/s/link.asp
http://www.policylink.org/aboutus
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5136445/k.2034/Focus_Area.htm
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5158569/k.A334/Publications.htm
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5136575/k.39A1/Equitable_Development_Toolkit.htm
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5136583/k.898D/Get_Involved.htm


5/21/2014 Prosperity 2050: Is Equity the Superior Growth Model? - PolicyLink

http://www.policylink.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lkIXLbMNJrE&b=5156723&ct=9359813 2/2

 

CONTACT POLICYLINK | SITE MAP

http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5137721/k.C7A0/Contact_PolicyLink/apps/s/link.asp
http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5771029/k.D739/Site_Map/apps/s/link.asp

